
WebDewey! 
Of Course We Do Dewey! 



WebDewey Agenda 

• What is Dewey Decimal Classification? 
• What is WebDewey? 
• What are the requirements? 
• What does the WebDewey feature? 
• How does it work?  
• How much does it cost? 



Dewey Decimal Classification 

• The DDC has served libraries for over 130 
years! 

• It has spread to more than 200,00 libraries in 
135 countries around the world! 

• Updated topics now include: Orthodox Church 
and Islam, food and clothing, graphic & 
decorative arts, law, computer science & 
more! 



New Dewey #s 

• Cloud computing – 
004.6782 

• Bullying – 302.343 
• Phishing – 364.1632 
• Raw food diet – 

613.265 
• Pilates method – 

613.7193 
• Play with robots – 

796.16 

 
 



What is WebDewey? 

• WebDewey is like the Abridged and 
Unabridged Dewey only with great 
accessories! And, it is located on the Web. 

• WebDewey is a browser-based version of the 
Dewey Decimal Classification (DDC) database. 
 

• The State Library can help you get started. 



WebDewey Requirements  

• WebDewey and Abridged WebDewey 
• Hardware=300MHz Pentium 11; display 

resolution 1024 x 768 
• Web browser= Latest version of Microsoft 

Internet Explorer or Netscape Navigator 
• Memory= 64 MB RAM recommended 
• Internet connection High-speed 



WebDewey Features 

• All the contents of DDC-23 or Abridged 
WebDewey (Abridged 15)  such as the schedules, 
tables, Manual, notes and Relative Index. 

• User notes that you input, save, and search your 
own notes about local classification practices. 

• Includes Relative Index terms and built numbers 
not available in print, Relative Index terms, MeSH, 
LCSH, BIASC and links mapped LCSH to LC 
authority records.  



More Information WebDewey 

• Go to: http://library.sd.gov/ State Library! 
• Left pane: click on Library Development 
• Go to: Access Services 
• Click on Cataloging 
• Click on WebDewey  

 
 

http://library.sd.gov/


WebDewey Terms and Tutorial 

• Glossary of Dewey Decimal Classification terms 
are available at:  

• http://www.oclc.org/support/documentation/glo
ssary/dewey/  

• WebDewey Tutorial: 
• Go to http://library.sd.gov/, click on Library 

Development (left pane), scroll down to Access 
Services (left pane), click on Cataloging, click on 
WebDewey, click on WebDewey Tutorial. 
 

http://library.sd.gov/


WebDewey Overview 

• View the overview demo. 
• The tutorial introduces you to WebDewey 2.0. 
• You can access the Dewey Decimal 

Classification (DDC) and related information. 
• Search or browse Dewey numbers, Library of 

Congress Subject Headings (LCSH), mapped 
MESH, and BISAC (Book Industry Standards 
and Communications Subject Headings).   



Let’s access WebDewey! 

• Logon at: http://connexion.oclc.org 
• Enter your authorization and password (Please 

contact Carol Hageman at the State Library) 
• Logon to the a Dewey-only session by clicking 

on “Dewey-Only Session”  
• After logging on, you see the welcome screen! 
• Click on the “OCLC WebDewey Information” 

link to read the latest information about 
continuous updates and other issues.   
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Use the Basic Search box to search the Dewey only indexes. 
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databases 



WebDewey   

• Tabs  
• Home – Click and it will 

always take you back to 
the WebDewey screen. 

• Help – Shows how to 
search both browse and 
search 

• Preferences – Comment 
options –show or not 

 
• Segmentation options 

show or not 
• Add table notation 

options  - user 
generated records 
options 

• Personal or institution – 
show or not 



More Tabs 

• Opac options – OCLC or 
your institution 

• Screen layout – You can 
always set it to default 

• Opening screen – 
Standard, Advanced and 
Browse searches 

• Main Classes 
• Tables 

• Contact – Goes to OCLC 
for help 

• Under DDC 23 – Dewey 
Services 

• Home 
• At a glance – Show Dewey 

Services & benefits, 
enhancements, Web 
resources & related 
services.  



WebDewey 

•       Search 
• When you have a 

unique term. 
• Search is only 

mentioned in a note, 
manual note or table. 

• You are looking for a 
specific#. 
 

•       Browse 
• When looking in an 

index, alphabetically 
and numerically. 

• You know the base# but 
looking for the built#. 

• Unsure of spelling. 
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as well as the Mapped MeSH and BISAC terms. 
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Use the Basic Search box to search the Dewey only indexes. 
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databases 



Rearrange the layout by clicking and dragging 
elements where you want them. 
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Don't like the layout you created?  Click a button 
in Preferences to reset it. 
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22 

Use the search history to repeat or revise your searches. 



To view comments you created, click the Comments button at the top of the screen  … 
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and then search for your comments. 

domestic animals 



Access the Main Classes hierarchy from a tab at the top, or 
from the links at the bottom of each screen ... 
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To return to the WebDewey record, click the link in 
the 083 field or use your browser's Back button. 
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Terms on the WebDewey 2.0 records -- that are 
hyperlinked --  go to their authority file records.  
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Enter your changes and click Save. 
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To view comments you created, click the Comments button at the top of the screen  … 
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To view comments you created, click the Comments button at the top of the screen  … 
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Enter your changes and click Save. 
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You can create a new comment based on an existing one by clicking Derive.   



You’ll set your OPAC options in WebDewey Preferences ... 
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and you can add any number of OPACs. 
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Use the search history to repeat or revise your searches. 



Delve into WebDewey! 

• Let’s go phishing! 
• Do a basic search (this 

basic search will search 
the indexes) 

• What does it bring up 
for the search and 
hierarchy? 

• Let’s stop bullying! 
• Let’s do an advanced 

search and let’s search 
in the relative index and 
Dewey numbers. 

• And what does this 
bring up? 



WebDewey Exercises 

• Using Browse Search 
• Milky way 
• 523.113 



WebDewey 

• Go to http://library.sd.gov/ 
• Click on Library Development (left pane) 
• Scroll down to Access Services (left pane) 
• Click on Cataloging  
• Click on WebDewey under Cataloging 
• 1-(605)-773-5074, 1-800-423-6665 

email:carol.hageman@state.sd.us  

http://library.sd.gov/
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