
  
    

  
 

  
     
      
      
        
 

 
  
  
  
  
 

 
  
  
  
   
 

 
  
  
  
  
 

 
  
  
  
  
 

 
  
  
  
  
 

 
  
  
  
  
 

 
  
  
  
  
 

WAYS TO NARROW A TOPIC
 
Instructions: Narrow each broad topic below using the four typical techniques for narrowing: topically, 
chronologically, geographically, or by a specific problem or question. Use a combination if necessary.  

Example: United State History 
Topically:  First Ladies_______________________________________________________________ 
Chronologically: Civil War ___________________________________________________________ 
Geographically: New England states_____________________________________________________ 
Problem or question: How did the Bill of Rights come into being?____________________________ 

Baseball: 
Topically: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
Chronologically: _____________________________________________________________________ 
Geographically: ______________________________________________________________________ 
Problem or question: __________________________________________________________________ 

Pets: 
Topically: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
Chronologically: _____________________________________________________________________ 
Geographically: ______________________________________________________________________ 
Problem or question: __________________________________________________________________ 

Marriage: 
Topically: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
Chronologically: _____________________________________________________________________ 
Geographically: ______________________________________________________________________ 
Problem or question: __________________________________________________________________ 

Education: 
Topically: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
Chronologically: _____________________________________________________________________ 
Geographically: ______________________________________________________________________ 
Problem or question: __________________________________________________________________ 

Japan: 
Topically: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
Chronologically: _____________________________________________________________________ 
Geographically: ______________________________________________________________________ 
Problem or question: __________________________________________________________________ 

South Dakota: 
Topically: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
Chronologically: _____________________________________________________________________ 
Geographically: ______________________________________________________________________ 
Problem or question: __________________________________________________________________ 

Crime: 
Topically: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
Chronologically: _____________________________________________________________________ 
Geographically: ______________________________________________________________________ 
Problem or question: __________________________________________________________________ 



 
  
  
  
  
 

 
  
  
  
  
 

 
  
  
  
  
 

 
  
  
  
  
 

 
  
  
  
  
 

 
  
  
  
  
 

 
  
  
  
  
 

 
  
  
  
  
 

     
 

Mystery Novels: 
Topically: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
Chronologically: _____________________________________________________________________ 
Geographically: ______________________________________________________________________ 
Problem or question: __________________________________________________________________ 

Children’s Literature: 
Topically: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
Chronologically: _____________________________________________________________________ 
Geographically: ______________________________________________________________________ 
Problem or question: __________________________________________________________________ 

Aging: 
Topically: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
Chronologically: _____________________________________________________________________ 
Geographically: ______________________________________________________________________ 
Problem or question: __________________________________________________________________ 

Warfare: 
Topically: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
Chronologically: _____________________________________________________________________ 
Geographically: ______________________________________________________________________ 
Problem or question: __________________________________________________________________ 

Computers: 
Topically: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
Chronologically: _____________________________________________________________________ 
Geographically: ______________________________________________________________________ 
Problem or question: __________________________________________________________________ 

Movie Awards: 
Topically: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
Chronologically: _____________________________________________________________________ 
Geographically: ______________________________________________________________________ 
Problem or question: __________________________________________________________________ 

Cancer: 
Topically: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
Chronologically: _____________________________________________________________________ 
Geographically: ______________________________________________________________________ 
Problem or question: __________________________________________________________________ 

Childbirth: 
Topically: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
Chronologically: _____________________________________________________________________ 
Geographically: ______________________________________________________________________ 
Problem or question: __________________________________________________________________ 

Based upon exercises used by Barbara K. Stripling and Judy M. Pitts, Brainstorms and Blueprints: Teaching Library Research as a Thinking Process 
(Englewood, CO: Libraries Unlimited, 1988). 


