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THE SCHOOL LIBRARIAN’S GUIDE TO
ENTREPRENEURSHIP PROGRAMMING

School libraries who offer support for entrepreneurial-minded students help foster critical skills like
creativity and problem-solving, prepare students for a changing job market, encourage innovation and
self-directed learning, apply academic knowledge in real-world contexts, promote financial literacy
and self-confidence, create a supportive and inclusive environment for idea exploration, nurture
leadership qualities, and contribute to the community's well-being. It enhances students'
employability, caters to diverse interests, cultivates a mindset of lifelong learning, and provides a
global perspective, ultimately empowering students to succeed in an evolving world while enriching

their personal and professional growth.
Active Programming ldeas:

Entrepreneurship Workshops: Host hands-on workshops that teach students practical skills such
as business planning, financial literacy, marketing strategies, and pitching their ideas. Encourage

them to work on real or simulated projects.

Startup Challenges: Organize entrepreneurship challenges or competitions where students can
pitch their business ideas, create prototypes, or develop business plans. Provide guidance and

mentorship throughout the process.
Guest Speaker Series: Invite local entrepreneurs, business leaders, and startup founders to share

their experiences and insights with students. These talks can inspire and provide valuable networking

opportunities.
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https://library.sd.gov/default.aspx

Mentorship Programs: Facilitate mentorship programs where students can connect with
experienced entrepreneurs or professionals from the business world. These mentors can offer

guidance, advice, and support.

Business Incubator: Create a dedicated space within the library for students to work on
entrepreneurial projects. Equip it with resources like whiteboards, projectors, and collaboration tools.

Encourage teamwork and innovation.

Startup Showcases: Organize events where students can present their entrepreneurial projects to
the school community or external stakeholders. This provides exposure and the opportunity to receive
feedback.

Business Simulation Games: Use educational business simulation games or software to help
students practice decision-making in a business context. These games can teach financial

management, strategy, and risk assessment.

Passive Programming ldeas:

Entrepreneurship Book Display: Curate a section of the library with books, magazines, and
resources related to entrepreneurship. Regularly update this display to keep students informed about

new materials.

Online Resource Portal: Create a dedicated section on the library's website with links to online
resources, articles, videos, and tutorials on entrepreneurship topics. Ensure that it's easily accessible

for self-directed learning.

Entrepreneurial Reading Challenges: Encourage students to read books or articles related to

entrepreneurship and offer incentives for completing them, such as certificates or small prizes.
Inspiration Corner: Set up a designated corner in the library with motivational quotes, success

stories of young entrepreneurs, and examples of innovative products or startups. This can inspire

students as they study and research.
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Library Blog or Newsletter: Share success stories of entrepreneurial-minded students, tips for
aspiring young entrepreneurs, and updates about entrepreneurship events or opportunities through a

library blog or newsletter.

Collaborative Spaces: Designate areas in the library for collaborative work, equipped with
whiteboards and comfortable seating. This encourages brainstorming and teamwork among

entrepreneurial students.

Mini Business Exhibits: Display prototypes, business plans, or marketing materials created by

students who are working on entrepreneurial projects. This showcases their work and inspires others.

Entrepreneurial Podcast or Video Series: Create and share podcasts or videos featuring interviews

with successful young entrepreneurs or discussions about entrepreneurship-related topics.

By offering a combination of active and passive programming, school librarians can create a
supportive environment that not only equips students with entrepreneurial skills but also fosters an
entrepreneurial mindset and encourages creative problem-solving. These initiatives can empower

students to pursue their entrepreneurial aspirations both inside and outside the classroom.

The 9 Business Resources for Young Entrepreneurs:
https://www.uschamber.com/co/start/strategy/business-resources-for-young-entrepreneurs
20 Business Resources for Young Entrepreneurs:

https://howtostartanllc.com/young-entrepreneur-resources

Young Entrepreneur Institute:

https://www.youngentrepreneurinstitute.org/
Teen CEO Competition:
https://www.lwsd.org/programs-and-services/communications/news/news-details/~board/2017-18-ann

ouncements/post/calling-all-teen-entrepreneurs-teen-ceo-business-competition-offers-funding-for-tee
n-small-business-owners

The Impact of School Library on Development of Entrepreneurial Skills in Students:

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/336403253_The_impact_of_school_library_on_developmen
t of entrepreneurial skills in students
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