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May 2023 Federal Document – Through America’s Gate
Immigrants boarded packets or sailing ships in the 1800s with billowed sails, slowly replaced with
steamships by early 1900s. Travelers were issued areas of the ship by cost of boarding passes. Ocean
weather caused anxiety, sickness, and close quarters, with poorest people in the bottom portion of the
packet. Black bread was a staple for their journey before arriving weeks later in a New York port. From
there ferries took families to Ellis Island for inspection before entering their new homeland.

“In the decade after the American Revolution, about 5,000 people immigrated to the United States
every year. By the early 1900s, that many arrived at Ellis Island each day, with a record 11,747 on April
17, 1907. All told, some 12 million immigrants came through Ellis Island.”

Statue of Liberty, Ellis Island Immigration Museum: Statue of Liberty National Monument, New
Jersey/New York
I 29.21:El 5/2
OCLC#46462215

Ellis Island: National Monument, New York.
I 29.21:El 5
OCLC#36173623
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Cultural Landscape Report for Ellis Island: Statue of Liberty National Monument: site history, existing
conditions, analysis
[https://purl.fdlp.gov/GPO/LPS115596]

The SD State Library is a federal depository library and provides access to print and electronic federal
government publications. Print publications are available via interlibrary loan. Electronic publications
are linked from the state library online catalog.
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