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Introduction 
 
The ultimate goal for all South Dakota students is to be successful participants in our global 
world. As a collaborative partner in helping students reach this goal, school librarians/school 
libraries need to be directed by standards and guidelines which reflect the best 21st century 
practices. To be college and career ready students must be able to carry out the processes of 
inquiry and problem solving, develop multiple literacies, and practice the tenets of ethical 
participation in society. 
 
 
Scope and Goal of Revisions 
 
In early January 2010 a School Library Standards Revision Task Force was formed to review 
and update the 2004 School Library Standards document. The group was formed by invitation of 
the State Librarian, Dan Siebersma. The committee was to be broadly representative involving 
school librarians, school and district administrators, South Dakota Library Association 
representatives, the Department of Education, and staff members from the State Library. The 
group’s goal was to study the current best practices and national initiatives as a basis for 
updating South Dakota’s school library standards and guidelines.  
 
 
Task Force Comments 
 
Over the past year the Task Force has conducted its work through conference calls and the use of 
a wiki at http://schoollibrarystandardsguidelines.wikispaces.com. 
 
Research results from across the nation show that effective school libraries have a program, a 
place, and a professional who collaborates with and supports all content areas in delivering 
instruction. Students with access to effective libraries achieve at a higher level. (School Libraries 
Work!) To address best practices, the Task Force determined that the student standards and the 
librarian/library guidelines would be revised as two separate documents.  
 
It is the intent of the Task Force that the student standards are integrated across all content areas. 
The three standards encompass a continuum of indicators that are clustered by the grade level 
groups of PreK-2, 3-5, 6-8, and 9-12.  
 
The guidelines note the components of an effective school library and librarian. They describe 
what is necessary to be exemplary in three specific and distinct areas: Program, Place, and 
Professional. 
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Used together the two documents align the essential role of the school library and school 
librarian to the four key education assurances outlined in the Reauthorization of the Elementary 
and Secondary Education Act: Rigorous standards, Effective educators, Measurable data, and 
School improvement.  
 
A draft version of the student standards was presented to the membership of the School Library 
Section of the South Dakota Library Association at its annual meeting on September 23, 2010. It 
was also posted to the SDSL’s website and notification went out via listserv and the Cornerstone 
e-newsletter that the draft was open for comments.  A similar process took place for a draft 
version of the guidelines document. All interested parties were invited to submit remarks to any 
member of the Task Force via e-mail by December 1, 2010. The Task Force met via conference 
call to discuss all comments received on December 9, 2010.  
 
The resulting final drafts and accompanying resources are attached to this document. 
 
 
Recommendations 
 
The School Library Standards Revision Task Force makes the following recommendations: 
 

• Present the revised standards and guidelines documents to the South Dakota State Library 
Board of Directors for adoption. 

 
• Present the revised standards and guidelines documents to the South Dakota Library 

Association for endorsement. 
 

• Present the revised standards and guidelines documents to the South Dakota Board of 
Education for adoption. 
 

• Develop webinar and workshop training to be conducted by State Library staff with 
school library partners beginning in the fall of 2011. 

 
 
Conclusion 
 
The growing demands for success as a member of our global society require that students be 
prepared for life-long learning. They need to be able to ask questions, locate sources, evaluate 
information, and think creatively to solve problems, all of which require a high level of multiple 
literacies and ethical choice. School libraries and school librarians are co-learners and co-
teachers in guiding students to meet these demands and be college and career ready.  
 
“Today’s libraries are not only places to get stuff. They are places to make stuff and do stuff and 
share stuff.”  (See Sally Research) 
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Supporting Resources 
 
Common Core State Standards Common Core State Standards Initiative 
 http://www.corestandards.org 
 
Framework for Teaching Charlotte Danielson 
http://charlottedanielson.com/theframeteach.htm 
 
National Board for Professional Teaching Standards  
www.nbpts.org 
 
National Educational Technology Standards and Performance Indicators for Students 
International Society for Technology in Education 
www.iste.org 
 
Partnership for 21st Century Skills  
www.21stcenturyskills.org 
 
Position Statement on the Reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act AASL 
http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/aasl/aaslissues/positionstatements/esea.cfm 
  
See Sally Research: An Environmental Scan Neverending Search, Joyce Valenza 
http://blog.schoollibraryjournal.com/neverendingsearch/2010/08/02/see-sally-research-an-environmental-scan/ 
 
School Libraries Work! Scholastic Publishing 
www2.scholastic.com/content/collateral_resources/pdf/s/slw3_2008.pdf 
 
South Dakota Content Standards DOE 
www.doe.sd.gov 
 
Standards for the 21st-Century Learner AASL 
www.ala.org/aasl/standards 
 
 
Task Force Members 
Daria Bossman, State Library 
Lee Crary, State Library 
Muriel Deckert, Milbank Middle School/High School, SDLA 
Brenda DeHaan, Andes Central School 
Linda Demery, Faulkton School 
Becky Guffin, Aberdeen School District 
Rod Haugen, Rapid City School District 
Jean Kirschenman, Brookings High School 
Shari O'Keefe, Stevens High School, Rapid City 
Angela Ostrander, Faith School/Community Library 
Gayle Pearson, West Side Elementary, Sisseton 
Ann Smith, Sioux Falls School District 
Kerri Smith, Washington High School, Sioux Falls, SDLA 
Marta Lemke Stirling, Department of Education 
Joan Upell, State Library 
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