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It's Not Your Old Encyclopedia Set:   

Exploring the Statewide Library Databases 
 
Stop and Think 

 what do you need? 

 what is your purpose? 

 where would be the best place to start? 

 what do you already know? 
 
Strategy 

 What kind of guidance do you provide your students when assigning research topics? 

 Library databases may provide better information faster than starting with Google 

 Provide a list of resources useful for specific assignment 

 For example: State Library online resources (http://library.sd.gov >> Online Resources) provide access to Lexile 

leveled non-fiction and fiction articles, suggested websites and more.) 
 

Visualize 

 Imagine the answer, not the results 

 Search for the terms and phrases that would appear in the answer 
 
Tips and Tricks to apply everywhere (disclaimer: not every trick will work everywhere) 

 Advanced search 

 Quotation marks = will locate the exact phrase 

 Wildcards (? or #) =stand for one character in or at the end of a word.  Search educat?? will find educator or 
educated—it will NOT find education which contains more than two letters following educat. 

 Truncation (*) = stands for any number of characters at the end of a word.  Search comput* will find articles that 
contain computer, computerized, and computers 

 Boolean (AND/OR/NOT)—often easy to construct in Advanced search view 
 Boolean machine (http://kathyschrock.net/rbs3k/boolean/ 

 Search limiters = will vary by resource.  Examples = article type, picture, journal 

 Control-F = quickly find text on a page 
 

State Library Resources (http://library.sd.gov >> Click Online Resources) 

 Subscription resources: vetted, safe, authoritative 

 Access available inside all schools, public libraries and academic institutions 

 Many special features to enhance learning and assignment completion, including read-aloud 

 At home access available with library card 

 Each school has a database access library card that can be shared with teachers, staff and students for at home 
access. This number cannot be posted on the internet. 

 
Elementary/Middle 

 World Book Encyclopedia for Schools (Kids and Student) 
o Source for general background information and term gathering 

 SIRS Discoverer 
o Selected full-text magazine articles 

 
Middle/High 

 World Book Encyclopedia for Schools (Advanced) 
o Ebooks, primary source documents and encyclopedia articles 

 SIRS Issues Researcher 
o Selected full-text magazine articles, research guides for popular topics 

 Learning Express Library 
o Practice exams, courses and e-books 

 Proquest 
o Journals—including scholarly journals 

http://library.sd.gov/
http://kathyschrock.net/rbs3k/boolean/
http://library.sd.gov/
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State Library Subscription Resources: what feature do you need? 
 

Feature Resource 

Useful for 
elementary 

 World Book Kids 

 World Book Student 

 World Book Discover 

 SIRS Discoverer 

Useful for middle 
school/high school 

 World Book Discover 

 World Book Advanced 

 SIRS Discoverer 

 SIRS Issues Researcher 

 Proquest 

 Gale Virtual Reference Library 

Useful for 
professional 
development 

 Proquest >> search alerts, journal alerts 

 SIRS Issues Researcher >> Leading Issues can provide starting point for many topics (for 
example public policy) 

 Learning Express >> practice exams, ebooks, courses 

Lexiles  World Book Kids 

 World Book Student 

 World Book Advanced 

 World Book Discover 

 (all World Book) 

 SIRS Discover 

 SIRS Issues Researcher 

Article read aloud  World Book Kids 

 World Book Student 

 World Book Advanced  

 World Book Discover 

 World Book Spanish 

 (All English language and Spanish World Book) 

 SIRS Issues Researcher 

 Gale Virtual Reference Library 

Teacher resources  World Book Kids >> Games and Activities >> Teach It 

 World Book Student >> Educators’ Tools >> Curriculum Correlations and graphic 
organizers 

 World Book Advanced >> Teaching with documents 

 SIRS Discoverer and SIRS Issues Researcher >> Educators Resources >>worksheets, fair 
use check-list 

Reviewed websites  SIRS Discoverer 

 SIRS Issues Researcher 

 World Book Kids 

 World Book Student 

 World Book Advanced 

Graphic organizers  SIRS Discoverer >> Country Facts >> Graphic Organizer: Country Facts (Easy, Moderate, 
Challenging) 

 SIRS Issues Researcher >> Leading Issues >> Research Tools >> My Analysis and Note 
Organizer 

 World Book Advanced >> My Research 

 World Book Student >> Educators’ Tools >> Graphic organizers 

 World Book Student >> Timelines 

 World Book Advanced >> Timelines 
Ebooks  Learning Express Library 

 World Book Advanced 

 Gale Virtual Reference Library 
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Feature Resource 

Comparison tools  World Book Kids >> World of Animals (compare animals) 

 World Book Kids >> Compare Places (compare states, countries, continents) 

 World Book Student >> Compare Places 
Games  World Book Kids >> Games and activities 

Science projects  World Book Kids >> Science projects 

 SIRS Discoverer >> Science Fair Explorer 

 SIRS Discoverer >> Activities >> science & nature projects 
Country study SIRS Discoverer >> Country Facts 

World Book Kids >> Compare Places 
World Book Kids >> Maps and More >> interactive maps (“little man”), atlas, outline maps 
World Book Student >> Explore South Dakota, USA etc  

Maps World Book Kids >> Maps and More >> outline maps and flags 
SIRS Discoverer and SIRS Issues Researcher >> Maps of the World >> historical, current, outline 
maps  

Citation tools World Book Student and World Book Advanced >> Citation creator 
All resources have an article citation that can be copied and pasted into a bibliography or works 
cited page. 

Videos/sounds World Book 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Using Electronic Resources to Support Common Core Literacy 
 
(Summarized from March and April Cornerstone Library Development e-newsletter available here: 
http://www.library.sd.gov/forlibrarians/enewsletter/2012/mar/2012-03c.asp and 
http://www.library.sd.gov/forlibrarians/enewsletter/2012/apr/2012-04c.asp ) 
 

Reading for 
fundamental skills 

 World Book Kids (large font, images and videos, read aloud and reading games) 

Reading for 
literature 

 Lexiles in all World Book modules, SIRS Discoverer and SIRS Issues Researcher 

 SIRS Discoverer contains short fiction stories 

Reading for 
informational text 

 World Book (article read aloud, videos, article subheadings) 

 SIRS Discoverer, SIRS Issues Researcher and Proquest provide informational articles 

Writing  Citation builder in World Book Student and Advanced 

 Citations in articles 

 CAMIO (slide show or website using art images) 

 World Book Student, Advanced and Discoverer Timelines and Pathfinders 

 SIRS Issues Researcher >> Leading Issues >> Research Tools >> My Analysis 

Speaking and 
listening 

 Images—any subscription resource 

 All World Book English language and Spanish language have read aloud 

 Gale Virtual Reference Library and SIRS Issues Researcher have article read aloud 

 SIRS Discoverer has read-aloud plays, read-aloud stories and reading, writing and 
language projects 

 World Book Discover has “World Book Explains” videos  

Language  Learning Express Library provides practice exams, ebooks and courses 

 World Book Kids has games 
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