
Tips for Searching for Interlibrary Loan Materials 
 
Searching WorldCat via OCLC FirstSearch 

1. Use a unique number: ISBN or ISSN (Standard number) or OCLC number 
(Accession number) 
Hint: 
If you don’t know the ISBN or ISSN, check Amazon, http://www.amazon.com/ 
If you don’t know the OCLC number, check another library catalog, 
http://catalog.loc.gov/ 
 

2. Search a Series Title 
Hint: 
Place series title in quotes: “hunger games” 
 

3. Search for materials about a person 
Hint: 
Tom Brokaw as Subject/Named person (don’t use quotes around the name) 
 

4. Search combining Genre/Form and Subject 
Hint: 
Mystery as Genre/Form 
Cats as subject 
 

5. Use limits 
Hint: 
If you only wish to find Books, check the box next to Books 
If you only wish to find Sound Recordings, check the box next to Sound 
Recordings 
 

See also http://library.sd.gov/LIB/ERD/oclc/worldcat/  
 
Searching Online Resources 

6. Genealogy materials 
Hint:  
Search https://familysearch.org/catalog-search 
Search Ancestry Library (available for free at your local library) 
Search Heritage Quest (available free from home with local or state library card) 

 http://library.sd.gov/LIB/ERD/access/complete.aspx  
 

7. Health/Medicine materials 
Hint: 
Search PubMed, especially for journals, http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/  
Search National Library of Medicine, http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/nlmcatalog 
Search ProQuest (available free from home with local or state library card) 
http://library.sd.gov/LIB/ERD/access/complete.aspx  
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8. Older materials 
Hint: 
Search http://www.hathitrust.org/  
Search Library of Congress http://loc.gov/  
 

9. Federal Government Publications 
Hint: 
Search Catalog of U.S. Government Publications http://catalog.gpo.gov/ or 
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/  
 

10. South Dakota History 
Hint: 
Search http://history.sd.gov/Archives/  
Search Digital Library of SD http://dlsd.sdln.net/ 
Search SD State Library Historical State Publications 
http://cdm16384.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/landingpage/collection/p16384coll5  
 

 
 
 

Please email Bell Jacobsen, Bell.Jacobsen@state.sd.us, Nina Mentzel, 
Nina.Mentzel@state.sd.us, or Brenda Hemmelman, Brenda.Hemmelman@state.sd.us  
with any questions.  Or call the State Library ILL department at 800-423-6665 Option 2. 
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