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DITCH DEWEY...OR DON'T!

Ditching the Dewey Decimal System has been a hot topic in the library world for quite some time, and
you probably either love the idea, hate the idea, or just don't have time for it. Regardless of opinion,
there have been many libraries - both school and public - that have made the transition to the
Genrefication System and have statistics to prove its effectiveness.

| encourage you to both view the webinar and read the genrefication guide below with an open mind
and to consider how an updated organizational system in your library may better help your literacy
efforts with your students. Because if your goals are to get more books in the hands of your students,
to make it easier for your students to find the books they desire reading, and to make the library more
user-friendly, then genrefication is one of the best solutions. Keep in mind, as well, that it is very likely
that you have already done some level of genrefication in your library (yes, it's true!) and that through
the process of genrefication, you also get to weed your collection!

If you still aren't convinced (or you don't have time) to make any major changes to your library, there
are other tactics you can employ to make your library more browser-friendly (found at the end of the
video and the guide). Ultimately, it is about finding what works for you, your students, and your library.
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Genrefication Webinar & Slide Deck
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Genrefication Guide


https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1w0BQMauNlvF1m5bZHK9nhFzfuM7s5K79mk43CV2ipEU/edit?usp=sharing
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THE SCHOOL LIBRARY GENREFICATION GUIDE

By gee thinking about pennefying your iBsary or you & currently in the process of pencelying your library, then this
guide is for you, Asd, although this guide wall go into the pras and cons of the Dewey Decimal System and of the
Genrefication Syitem, it i nol meant 1o peiuade afpone [0 chanpe the way thay onganing thiir library, It i, however,
ERRinL 1S SREOUrAEE you 15 think sEon how you cin best support leracy eMorts in your library Bnd engige your iSudent
resders.

& perwe |5 3 labed that tells &5 audience what to expect. B b the ceganization and dassification of writing into categories
zuch 2 fiction and nonfiction, but abo o smaller sub-catepories of fiction and nonfiction. Genrefication, then, b the
procedd of organicing. cliisifying. and categeriting Mems in your library inle genees, ba many libracked, some form af
gennefication i aiready happening: teparating fiction from norfiction, putiing graphic nowels in their own wection, or
creating special shelving for poetry and blographies. While this may not have been an intertional attempt at
genreflabion, it was most Blely done to rmake it easier for students to browse for and find the books that they Iie - |
which it the goal and proven cutcome of penredication.

By Tect, ey lirarians chaooms 10 trandition 10 @ gennefied symem because of the gusstions thay rective from sudents
o & regular badi: "Do you Rave Sy otier Books liks Mane Runssr?™ or "Whene 30 1R panms Bocks 7™ o "Ane thene
oither authors like Sarah Dessen?™ or “Where are all of the wae and military books ¥ These questions prove o us that
ot redders look for new boois. based on genne.. .not by author nasme or tithe. And while the Dewey Decimal Sytem is
4% up in this manner for nonliction books, it dows ke flaws that make it dfficult for readens o locatn Books, and it is
wery racely uied for the clagsification of Tickion booki. 5o, WU dhve Into the nuts and boltl of gennefication and Bow you
can wie | in your BBrary 19 help students find the booki they bowe, If you aren't ready bo genrety yet, itick ansesd until
the end] We'll tEalk about alternative methods you can use in your lirary to schieve wome of the Hame outcomes

H we are going to make any changes, we should fimd understand what we are making a dhange from. In the fiction
wection, genrefication meand that we bie jirmgly chynking ke with ke, Initesd of having the enting fiction pection
ceganized alphabetically by aathor st name, gencefication Fad ui pusting all of the ficticn spos Books tapether and
then aranging those books. alphabeticalle. In the nonfiction section, genrefication means tranaltioning Fway from the
Dewey Decimal System.
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School Library Scoop Ep21: Genrefication
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https://library.sd.gov/LIB/SLC/doc/Guide-SDSL-SLGenrefication.pdf
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Weeding Guide
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THE SCHOOL LIBRARY WEEDING GUIDE

Callection mai # and ding are important components of a schaool library™s colleotion Manapemant Tyshem.

The collection ibould be rindirwed on 8 consitent Badis for sccurscy, cufmendy, uiige. ranpe, and iubject anta gaps.
Collection maintenance invalyes cane of materish, sccurate and efficient vhelving, cleaning, checking digital material for
[rodoers links and sufficient coverage and usage, and evaluating all resources for accuracy, currency, and relesancy.

‘Weeding (or the deselection of material] is an mportant part of the collection mainfenance process. In addition io
evaluating materials lor accuracy, curremsy, and relsvancy the Tallowing should also be idered: pace Iy
edition, farman, phyiical condition, and the sumber of copies dvailable. Weeding should no B ubed a6 & 1ol for the
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Sekeacl Bbeasios should Fave policied 1o guide materisl ielection, collection s, g ding. This ensuned an
efficient and procedurnal way to marage the coliection and also ensures that students and stafl have the most acourate,
current, and relevant rescorces available 1o them. The policies should include guidance on the repair, replacement, and
remaval of materals, including who & responalble for malntenance, inverdory, and weeding and the cormect procedie

for removal.

Example from the American Library Associstion:

Annizally, the ichool brarian will cendiast an inventory of the ichaal ibrary collection and equipment. The irventory cin
e wsed bo debermine losses and remowe damaged or worm materiali witich cam then be coraidered for replacement, The
weriony cin aho be used o deselest and remove materials that sre no langer relevent 1o the curdaulum or of intenes
io students. Add dly, school I should dewelop & collection we plan that inchuder wysbermuatic
inapection of materials that would result in weeding cwtdated, damaged, or irrelewant materials from the colbection.

“It does not matter how many books you

may have, but whether they are good or not.”
» Episicion Mornle Lucius Annosus SENEGA 3 B.G-65 AD
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Join in the SDSL School Library Collect + Connect Meet-up
(Wednesday 11/2, 3:30pm MT/4:30pm CT)! These meet-ups will be
held monthly via Zoom and are an opportunity for school librarians
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https://library.sd.gov/LIB/SLC/doc/Guide-SDSL-SLWeeding.pdf

November's session will be an open chat discussion about

@Tf GENREFICATION AND WEEDING in the library. Pre-register for the
meet-up HERE. Once registered, you will receive the Zoom link on the
morning of the event.
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Stay in the Know

As we head into the new school year, communication from SDSL School Services will look a little
different than it has in the past. The School Library Weekly Update will now be a School Library
Monthly Update. The link to this newsletter and any other pertinent weekly school library news will be
sent out from Brenda Hemmelman on the school library listserv every Tuesday morning in the SDSL
Weekly Update. Please be sure to watch for it!

In addition to SDSL Weekly Update and the School Library Monthly Update, there are a few more
places that you may want to bookmark so that you are always in-the-know about important school
library services and resources:

SDSL School Library Services Page on the SDSL Website

SDSL School Library Resources Libguide

SDSL School Library Services Digital Binder

SDSL School Library Services Professional Development Website

) School Library Services

] Supporting South Dakota school librarians and educators by providing professional development, resources for teaching and learning, and
N opportunities for collaboration
\
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https://forms.gle/sSEZV86bju9kSjsY9
https://library.sd.gov/LIB/SLC/index.aspx
https://libguides.library.sd.gov/services/schoollibraryresources
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1XzPu3-6cHYqGrrv8oaV793-SHPlwuE8DMqMk62IoUD4/present?slide=id.p
https://sites.google.com/view/learnleadsdslschlib/home
https://library.sd.gov/LIB/SLC/index.aspx
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...from SDSL School Library Services

The Weekly Update is a correspondence from the South Dakota State

d\ south dakota Library focusing on current topics in school libraries, best practices,
v STAThIiE LIBRARY resources, professional development, and more.
Leadership. Inr ion. Excell

@ 800 Governors Drive, Pierre, SD,.. B3 scottie.bruch@state.sd.us

L, 605-295-3152 &) library.sd.gov

SDSL does not endorse any service or product listed or linked to in this newsletter.
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