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MID-YEAR REFLECTION

December is a natural midpoint in
our school year. It is a moment to
pause, take a deep breath, and
reflect on how far you have come.
Amid the busy rhythms of
supporting students, curating
resources, teaching skills, and
building a reading culture, it’s easy
to overlook the quiet progress
happening each day in your library.
This month, I invite you to step back
and look at the bigger picture: the
strengths emerging in your
program, the shifts taking hold in
your school community, and the
opportunities waiting for you in the
months ahead. A thoughtful mid-
year reflection can help you refocus,
recharge, and realign your work with
intention.

See more on page 2.

TO-DO

EVERY MONTH, WE WILL HIGHLIGHT
A SATL AWARD RECIPIENT! SEE P.3!
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Consider applying for the 2026
School Achievement Through
Libraries (SATL) Award! It’s
open year-round.

REMINDERS

Check out SDSL’s CE
Catalog for all continuing
education opportunities.

You can also view SDSL’s
Training Calendar for
CE/PD opportunities from
our database vendors, etc. 

Join the chat! The December
School Library Collect +
Connect is Wednesday 12/3 at
4:30pm CT. Enroll HERE.

https://sded.sd.gov/browse/division-of-the-state-library/courses/school-achievement-through-libraries-award-program
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https://sded.sd.gov/browse/division-of-the-state-library/courses/school-achievement-through-libraries-award-program
https://sdslcecatalog.my.canva.site/
https://sdslcecatalog.my.canva.site/
https://library.sd.gov/CAL/index.aspx
https://library.sd.gov/CAL/index.aspx
https://sded.sd.gov/browse/division-of-the-state-library/courses/school-library-collect-connect-2025-26


Mid-year reflection gives you the chance to celebrate growth before spring arrives in a rush.
It helps clarify what’s working, identify what needs adjusting, and set a purposeful tone for
the second semester. This is also a great time to revisit your goals, reconnect with your
mission, and acknowledge the meaningful impact you’ve already made.

Celebrate Your Wins
Take a moment to acknowledge:

Programs or lessons that made a real difference
Students who’ve discovered new books or new confidence
Partnerships you’ve strengthened with teachers
Spaces, systems, or routines you improved this fall

Even small victories can reveal big patterns in your practice.

Check In With Your Data
Look at the evidence of your impact:

Circulation trends
Instructional collaborations
Database or digital resource use
Event and program participation
Collection updates or weeded items

Ask yourself what story your data is telling and what story you want it to tell by May.

Reflect on Your Library Program
Consider the three pillars:

The Program: Are your instruction, initiatives, and services aligned with student needs and
school goals?
The Place: Is your library inviting, functional, and responsive to how students are actually
using it?
The Professional: How are you growing, advocating, and amplifying your role in your school?

Set Your 2  Semester Prioritiesnd

Use your reflection to identify 1-3 focus areas. You might:
Start a new collaboration with a grade level or department
Strengthen your reader advisory or reading culture efforts
Refresh a section of your collection
Launch a spring program or challenge
Improve a process, workflow, or communication method

Clear, manageable priorities make the rest of the year feel purposeful rather than
overwhelming.

Looking Ahead
As you wrap up 2025 and welcome 2026, give yourself credit for the meaningful work you’ve
done so far. You have supported learners, strengthened your program, and contributed to a
thriving school community. The next semester is full of possibilities. This reflection is your chance
to step into it with clarity and confidence!



Sioux Falls George McGovern
Middle School Library

Librarian: Sherri Wolles
At George McGovern Middle School, librarian
Sherri Wolles has built a library program that
reflects the school’s mission of preparing students
to thrive in a changing world. Sherri’s thoughtful
collection development, creative programming,
and commitment to student engagement ensure
that every reader can find a book that truly fits.
She highlights award-winning titles, spotlights
authors, and creates hands-on experiences that
make the library a lively, welcoming place.
Whether she’s expanding the multilingual
collection, collaborating with Siouxland Libraries
for creative “McGovern Makes” sessions, or
helping students discover the SD Teen Choice
book nominees, Sherri works every day to nurture
lifelong learners who are curious, confident, and
connected.

Mission in Action

Sherri’s work aligns
closely with the

school’s mission to
prepare students for
success in a changing
world. By providing

access to books
students want to read

and can read, she
helps them build

essential academic
and lifelong learning
skills. Decisions are
guided by trusted

review sources and
award lists to ensure
quality and relevance.

Supporting
Multilingual Learners

The library’s new
World Languages area
reflects the languages
spoken at the school.

With support from
district funding and a

Laura Bush Grant,
Sherri has expanded
offerings in Spanish,
Arabic, Amharic, and

Swahili. Books are
relabeled by language,

with two new
bookcases added to

make the section
visible and inviting.

Creativity and
Community

In partnership with
Siouxland Libraries,

Sherri hosts McGovern
Makes on the last
Thursday of each
month. Students

gather before school
to create everything
from yarn pumpkins
and Shrinky Dinks to
marble magnets and
no-sew hats. These

projects not only build
community but also

bring joy and creativity
into the library space.

Engaging Readers 
All Year

From SD Teen Choice
promotions and

author spotlights to
KNOWvember (What

will you learn?), Sherri
keeps reading front

and center. Students
can explore book

displays, vote for their
favorites, and access

library resources
anytime through

ClassLink, the Library
Canvas course, and

Sora for 24/7 reading.

https://library.sd.gov/LIB/SLC/satl.aspx

