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Best Wishes to Rea Weyrich
Rea Weyrich, Director of Whitewood Public Library, will retire on February 20, 2023 after 25 years of
service to that small, rural community. Rea recognized the importance of the services provided by the
South Dakota State Library. The electronic resources and databases, as well as interlibrary loan
system, enabled her to provide resources to the patrons of the Whitewood community that would
otherwise not be available to them. The professional development opportunities offered online or in
person allowed her to grow in her capacity as library director. She also appreciated the collaboration
and comradery among the other public libraries in the state.

Rea saw the Whitewood Public Library as a hub of opportunities for all patrons from preschool
children to senior citizens. She held preschool story hours, literacy walks, and after school programs
for the school age children, as well as summer reading programs for all children in the community. She
arranged for informational and sharing events which ranged from wellness to historical to cultural to
arts and crafts, just to name a few.

Preservation and awareness of the role that Whitewood and the Crook City area played in the
historical development of the Black Hills region is a passion of Rea’s. From this interest came
collaboration with local historians and artifact collectors to create a usable document and artifact
collection for the public’s use. This also evolved into collaboration with teachers and staff at the
Whitewood Elementary School to create units of study focused on local history and the history of
South Dakota. One of the most popular activities for the fourth grade students was a “Historical Tour
of Whitewood” in which the students dressed in period garb from the 1800’s and walked around
Whitewood reading historical markers and plaques on the buildings and listening to a local historian
share about the development and growth of Whitewood and Crook City in that era.

Rea made the Whitewood Public Library a welcoming place for patrons to come and check out books
and other resources. She was available to show patrons new books that had arrived or suggest books
in the library’s collection as well as to assist them in requesting books from other collections. Her
service to the community of Whitewood is greatly appreciated.



January 2023 Federal Publication-Senate Battery Recharging Station
In 2012, “an Act to authorize the Architect of the Capitol to establish battery recharging stations for
privately owned vehicles in parking areas under the jurisdiction of the Senate at no net cost to the
Federal Government.” To pay for the recharging station, employees were charged, no pun intended, to
pay the cost of the project.

Stepping back into 1900, General Electric Secretary Jesse Lovejoy designed the signs of the times. Mr.
Lovejoy had a battery charging station for his Runabout. There was room for one in Schenectady, New
York.



Museum of Innovation & Science
https://artsandculture.google.com/asset/mr-lovejoy-s-runabout-1900-general-electric-
company/kAFqtyzLBCfDcQ?hl=en

AE 2.110:112-167
Public Law 112-167 – Aug. 10, 2012
Senate Battery Recharging Station
http://purl.fdlp.gov/GPO/gpo28635
OCLC#813807836

Library of Congress timeline of America’s electric vehicles: https://guides.loc.gov/chronicling-america-
early-electric-cars

The SD State Library is a federal depository library and provides access to print and electronic federal
government publications. Print publications are available via interlibrary loan. Electronic publications
are linked from the state library online catalog.
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Library of Congress: Early Electric Cars in AmericaLibrary of Congress: Early Electric Cars in America

SDSL CatalogSDSL Catalog

Museum of Innovation & Science
https://artsandculture.google.com/asset/general-electric-car-charging-station-in-jesse-r-lovejoy-s-
garage-general-electric-company/dAHP1vkWNkChMA?hl=en
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